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“Thirsty”
John 4:3-14 September 2, 2018

He is hot, tired, and thirsty. 

She is shocked.

Here he is, in the heat of the day, sitting by her people’s well and 
he says: “Give me a drink.”

With a tired, skeptical sigh, needing her own bucket to be filled, 
she replies:

“How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” 

The division and distance between these two is big, much bigger 
than the distance between you IU and Purdue people.

I was reminded of this division this week when I visited 
a gentleman in the hospital and we were talking colleges. In 
conversation, I asked him if his children went to IU as he did. He 
said, “I told my kids that if they wanted their college to be paid for, 
they would be going to IU and not Purdue.”

Jesus was in Samaria, not exactly a preferred place for Jews to 
be. The distrust and hatred between the Jews and Samaritans had 
reigned for over 800 years. Political and religious conflict, it sounds 
like I could be talking about 2018.

The Samaritans were seen as abandoning the true faith, people 
that worshiped pagan Gods. The Jews saw them as traitors, having 
sided with Israel’s enemies. 

This is a conversation with a complicated and even tragic 
historical backdrop.

And yet Jesus responds to the woman’s skepticism with 
kindness and openness: 

“If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 
‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have 
given you living water.”

What nerve? He didn’t even have a bucket and he was offering 
her water…living water. Did he think he was greater than Jacob 
who gave her people the well?

But there was something in this man’s way, that she risked admitting 
her ignorance: “I don’t understand. What is this living water?”

Are WE able to lay down OUR OWN skepticism and mistrust?

And Jesus responded: “Everyone who drinks of this water will be 
thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I will give them 
will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them 
like a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.”

Willing to take a chance, the Samaritan woman asks Jesus for the 
living water so she might never again be thirsty or need to come to the well. 

Jesus pushes her a little: “Go, call your husband, and come back.”

The woman answers him, “I have no husband.”

She trusts him enough to answer with partial honesty. A small step. 

Do you have the courage to take a small step toward Jesus? 
Risking honesty? Trusting Jesus’ response?

Jesus, of course, knows that she has had five husbands and I don’t 
think he judges her. Jesus is revealing who he is, and is letting her 
know he sees her and knows who she is.

She is relieved and exhales deeply, saying to him: “Sir, I see that 
you are a prophet!” 

Jesus assures her that it is no longer about where you worship, 
but how.

The woman lets down her guard completely, and she realizes the 
truth in what Jesus is saying. He must be the Messiah!

What an encounter! What a conversation!  This woman, tired, 
thirsty, feeling unworthy and without hope encounters Jesus at the 
well and he listens to her. He sees her just as she is and loves her 
anyway…she is transformed.

She leaves the well no longer thirsty; no longer suspicious of this 
Jewish man and even wondering if she may have met the Messiah.

Who among us hasn’t longed for this kind of encounter; this 
kind of life-giving conversation? 

It reminds me of Mr. McFeely and the world of Make-Believe in 
the television show, Mr. Rogers, in the 60’s and 70’s.

Just in case you don’t remember, Mr. McFeely is a character 
in Mr. Rogers neighborhood, a place where people are seen, 
and heard and listened to. As I watched the recent film Won’t 
You Be My Neighbor? that highlights the work of Fred Rogers, 
I was amazed. For over 30 years, Fred Rogers, an unassuming 
Presbyterian minister, writer, producer and puppeteer, was beamed 
into living rooms all across America.

 His television show, Mr. Rogers Neighborhood spoke to children 
in a way they could understand.  In a time when television was 
speeding up, Mr. Rogers intentionally slowed it down. In his gentle 
manner, using conversation, puppets and the world of Make-
Believe, he talked to children about life: love, change, race, divorce, 
friendship and even war and death.

Mr. Rogers spoke slowly and gently; telling each child that they 
were beautifully and wonderfully made. He sang a song: “I like you 
as you are. I wouldn’t want to change you or even rearrange you. I 
like you as you are.”
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The cathartic documentary grossed over 20 million at box offices this 
summer; a coveted milestone crossed by only a dozen or so documentaries.

 Mr. Rogers radical idea of providing a consistent, intentional 
place, Mr. Roger’s Neighborhood, where one child at a time 
experienced being loved and valued, quenched a thirst in so many.

Mr. Roger’s approach was radical in the 1950s. And it is even 
more so today. For him, his television show was really about the 
work of the Holy Spirit. 

In an interview with Amy Hollingsworth, he said: “I am so 
convinced that the space between the television set and the viewer 
is holy ground, and what we put on the television can, by the Holy 
Spirit, be translated into what this person needs to hear and see, 
and without that translation it’s all dross as far as I’m concerned…” 
(Fred Rogers, in an interview with Amy Hollingsworth, PBS 
Documentary, 1994)

People would come up to Mr. Rogers and tell him how much 
the show meant to them as children. It further reinforced for him 
the role of the Holy Spirit in the show. 

 He said: “In fact, there have been times when people have said, 
“You know that program in which you did such and such and said 
such and such,” and I’ll look back at the script, I hadn’t said that 
at all---but that person would say to me, “That meant so much 
to me.” And I thought, “Well, happily, you got the words that you 
needed at that moment.”   (Fred Rogers, in an interview with Amy 
Hollingsworth, 1994).

How and when do WE have these holy, thirst quenching 
conversations? We cannot meet Jesus at a well or accompany Mr. 
McFeely into Mr. Roger’s Neighborhood of Make-Believe!

But I believe that one of the ways God speaks to us is through 
the voice of others.  With each holy, thirst quenching conversation, 
the Holy Spirit is with us. I believe that God also speaks to us as 
we quiet ourselves in prayer, either alone or when we are gathered 
together. I believe that God speaks to us as we worship, in the joy 
of voices raised in song, in the beauty of instruments played, and 
in the giving and sharing of the sacraments as we gather around 
the table for communion. God speaks to us when parents and 
congregation confirm their baptismal promises and delight in the 
splashing of water and babies’ cries. I believe God speaks to us in 
the Word preached when we gather around a bible and study alone 
or together to find meaning for our lives and the world around us. 
These are just some of the ways that God is speaking to us.  

Yet, first, we must acknowledge our thirst. Our own thirst for 
an encounter like the one the Samaritan women experienced. Our 
own thirst to be seen, heard and loved just the way we are. Our own 
thirst for God’s love. We have to be conscious, to pay attention!

You do not have to look a certain way or make a certain amount 
of money, or have it all together.

Jesus didn’t tell the woman at the well to “Come back after you 
straighten out your life” He offers her the grace that allows her to 
change. He didn’t require her to change first.”i  

Jesus does not tell us to get it together and then come and follow him.

Jesus says, Come now; all of you who are thirsty and weary and 
carrying heavy burdens, come and I will give you life! 

This is the same life that the Samaritan woman received. She received 
a new life; a fresh start. We too receive a fresh start; a new beginning! 

When we take the time to truly listen, to love, to accept as Jesus did 
with the Samaritan woman, we allow for another to have their thirst 
quenched. The Holy Spirit is present and transformation happens.

We encounter Jesus every single day! Are you open to the 
possibility of encountering Jesus in your daily routines?

Look for Christ as you listen to the brokenhearted colleague at 
your office, or offer a ride to a neighbor whose car has a flat tire, or 
join the PW sorters as they fold clothes on Monday morning.

 Look for Christ when you stay with a friend’s husband who has 
memory issues so she can just breathe and get groceries, or listen to 
a widower as he describes how evenings are the most difficult…it’s 
just so quiet.

 Friends, open your eyes.  There is no need to be thirsty! Jesus 
offers us living water. Jesus Christ, the Messiah, the Son of God, 
came that you may have life and not thirst.

Look around you! For there are people that are thirsty in this 
church and outside our walls; waiting for someone to listen with 
the same tenderness, that same forgiveness that Christ gave to the 
Samaritan woman; that Mr. Rogers offered each day through his 
television show.

You have received it, and will continue to receive it. Now give it 
away. The Holy Spirit will be with you. 

To God be the glory. Amen.

__________________________
i Brown, Raymond. A Retreat with John the Evangelist, p. 43.


