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“In the Power of the Spirit”
Acts 2:1-21 May 24, 2015

Sometimes I wonder how or where I will get the strength 
to do the things I need to do. I am not talking about making 
all my appointments, getting my preparation done, doing 
strategic planning, managing meetings, or writing the 
letters I need to write. I am talking about the hard things 
– loving others, keeping my eyes on Christ, standing firm 
on the truth, not holding grudges, practicing kindness, 
showing compassion and being patient when I am in a 
rush.

After the resurrection of Jesus, the disciples must have 
wondered about some of these same things as well. They 
are gathered in a room in Jerusalem on the Jewish festival 
of Pentecost which Jews from around the Roman world 
came to celebrate. There is a sound like the rush of a 
mighty wind. Suddenly, the Holy Spirit falls upon them 
like tongues of fire. The Spirit comes upon all of them, not 
just a select few. They begin to speak the word of God so 
that everyone in the city of Jerusalem is able to hear the 
word in his or her native language. All of the commotion 
leads some to scoff and say that they are drunk. They are 
not drunk, but filled with the Spirit of God. The word 
of God in the prophet Joel has come to pass, “I will pour 
out my Spirit upon all flesh and your sons and daughters 
shall prophesy, and the young shall see visions and the old 
dream dreams (Acts 2:17).”  The whole people of God, 
not just a select few, are filled with the Spirit of God. 

The Spirit of God is given to each one of us, not just to 
pastors, deacons and elders. The Spirit is given to everyone 
who calls on the name of Jesus. In fact, when we proclaim 
Jesus is Lord, it is the Spirit who speaks to our minds and 
hearts and leading us to faith in Jesus.

We call Pentecost the “Birthday of the Church” because 
this is the day the entire people of God are filled with the 
Spirit, bound together as one body. The church is not an 
organization, it is a spiritual body. We may have buildings, 
resources and organizational structures, but undergirding 
our life together is the Holy Spirit. We may have bonds 
of family and friendship, or common interests and 
experiences, but the deepest bond of all is the Spirit who 
unites us.  Our unity is not found in agreement on issues 

or doing everything in the same way.  Our unity is having 
the mind of Christ in the bonds of the Spirit.  

This week I received an email from the chair of a pastoral 
nominating committee from another church. Because of 
our residency program and the number of young pastors 
who have served in our congregation and now serve in 
churches in other parts of the country, we receive many 
requests for names of possible candidates.  What struck 
me about this particular inquiry was the way the chair 
described this old historic congregation in the heart of 
an East Coast port city. Due to demographic changes 
and the exodus to the suburbs, the congregation is much 
smaller than it once was. Yet, the congregation continues 
to worship in its historic, large Gothic sanctuary. The 
members of the congregation struggle to maintain the 
building while keeping their focus on the needs of the 
community around them. He talked about the profound 
love that unites what he called “a diverse and feisty” 250 
year old congregation. Only love that comes from the 
Spirit of God can unite “a diverse and feisty people” in the 
service of Jesus Christ.  

Through the Spirit, we are empowered to worship, 
serve, love and lead. The Spirit gives us the power to move 
into the future God has for us. As Christians, we cannot 
sit around the Atrium coffee bar or the kitchen table and 
lament the past, complain about the present and dread the 
future. We cannot sit on our hands and wish somebody 
else would hurry up and do something. We are those 
“somebodies” to whom God has given the Spirit of truth, 
life and power.  

As followers of Jesus, we live our lives in the power of the 
Spirit. The Spirit calls us to move beyond the temptation 
to get stuck in our complaints, expecting somebody 
else to change things, make them better, do the work or 
supply the need. The Spirit gives us a wakeup call, a gentle 
nudge, a strong shake or even a knock in the head to see 
and discern what God is doing and what God would have 
us do. The Spirit leads us to discern the word and will of 
God for a particular time and place. The Spirit gives us the 
power to do it.
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Sometimes we face what seems to be an insurmountable 
problem. After we get over our initial panic, we tend to 
give ourselves a pep talk, marshal our resources, put on our 
best face and move forward. In a moment of crisis, what 
we forget is the power of God’s Spirit within us. When 
the Israelites return from exile in Babylon to a ruined 
land, they wonder where they will find the strength, 
the resources, the resolve to rebuild the Temple and to 
rebuild the nation. The prophet Zechariah has a vision. 
In that vision, an angel of the Lord tells him to say this to 
the Judean governor, Zerubbabel, “This is the word of the 
Lord to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, but by 
my Spirit, says the Lord of hosts” (Zechariah 4:6).

These are words for God’s people in any age to live by:  
“Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the 
Lord!” Some years ago a friend from seminary discovered 
that she had cancer. She had become a professor in 
another one of our seminaries. In spite of the treatments, 
exercise and healthy diet, the tumors continued to grow 
and spread. She had husband and a young daughter. She 
wrote a letter to dear friends and supporters:

“As I learn to live not day by day but hour by 
hour with the particular ups and downs of pain and 
weariness, I am growing more aware of and grateful 
for such affirmations as “I believe in God… I believe 
in Jesus Christ… I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.” Each affirmation points 
to a reality or a network of realities that more and 
more deeply grounds my faith. God is becoming in 
the past few months the One I know in the Jesus of 
Scripture, whose love and life have been poured into 
my heart through the Holy Spirit. I have my whole 
life long believed in the sovereign transcendence of 
God. Now I am experiencing the deep immanence of 
God within me, the incarnation in me of God’s life 
so that in terms of that life it is no longer I who live 
but Christ within me. Especially I am aware that this 
life within me that arises as the gift of the Holy Spirit 
is everlasting life and cannot be snuffed out. This life 
draws me deep into God’s love and into the bonds 
that constitute our life together as the community 
of believers.” ( Letter from Dr. Lucy Rose, Decatur, 
Georgia)

The Spirit gives us the power to live and die in the grace 
of God. While we live, it gives us power to hope in the 
new heaven and earth, to hammer nails for a Habitat 

for Humanity House, to forgive our enemies, to come 
to new understandings of God’s word, to be the body of 
Christ together with those who disagree with us, to feed 
the hungry, to nurture our families, and to share this meal 
of bread and wine together. Here in simple gifts of bread 
and wine is power for living. 


