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“The Power of ‘One Another’””
Psalm 119:1-12; Colossians 3:12-16 April 26, 2015

I came to faith in Christ when I was a freshman at the 
University of Cincinnati. Although I grew up in a Methodist 
Church, I never learned much. I never listened much to all the 
sermons I heard when going to church every Sunday with my 
parents. I never read the Bible. I don’t think I ever opened a 
Bible. I was like most kids who went to church as a kid and 
went off to college and dropped going to church. But I had the 
blessing of a fraternity brother who told me about Christ and 
I opened my heart to God for the first time and my life was 
impacted by the presence of Christ. 

My fraternity brother did two very important things after 
he shared about Christ to me. He invited me to his church, 
College Hill Presbyterian, where I heard great preaching 
and teaching from incredibly gifted pastors. And the second 
thing he did was even more important. He gave me a New 
Testament. Having never opened a Bible, I was shocked to find 
what was in it. I discovered it is an exciting book with great 
stories, amazing miracles and powerful teachings. Reading it 
cover to cover, twice, over the next couple of months, my mind 
and heart were transformed. My love for the Scriptures has 
never waned. I read it every day.

The Bible is the most important and powerful book in the 
world. No other book in the world is the Word of God. The 
Westminster tells us that we can have quote, “full persuasion 
and assurance of the infallible truth and divine authority” of 
the Bible.

The Bible was once the foundation to the American 
educational system, used by all universities and schools, but 
now that our culture is dominated by secularism, the Bible is 
made to be at best a book of personal spirituality and private 
inspiration, but simply not a book of infallible truth and divine 
authority -- rather an unreliable book full of outdated morality, 
antiquated views, historical errors, and racial prejudices. Those 
who tell you this likely have never read it!

From my first time of reading the Bible I learned that the 
more I read the Bible, the more it changed my thinking and my 
way of living. I realized that it is more than a book of stories; 
it is “The Greatest Story Ever Told.” What makes it so great is 
that it tells me who I am as a human being made in the image 
of God, and who I can be through God’s grace shown in Jesus’ 

death on the cross. It’s more than words on a page. It is the 
Living Word! This is why Paul encourages his readers, “Let 
the Word of Christ dwell in you richly.” The Word of Christ 
is all about Jesus. This includes all he said and taught and did 
in the New Testament; it includes all that Jesus spoke through 
the writers of the New Testament letters; and it also includes 
all that Jesus spoke through the Old Testament for Jesus is the 
Eternal Word who inspired the prophets. 

The Word of Christ is not the print on a page. Paul tells us to 
let the Word of Christ dwell in us, and to dwell in us means the 
Word of Christ is a living person. The Word of Christ is not a 
bunch of words but a wonderful loving and gracious Person 
who comes to us in reading the Bible. The Bible is more than 
information that we fill our brains with. The Bible is able to 
dwell richly in our hearts and become the Living Word. If we 
want to see if Christ can be real to us, we can read His Word. 
To have His Word dwell in us means making room for the 
Bible. It means shoving aside the TV and making room for 
the Bible. It means putting aside my laptop and cell phone and 
putting the Bible in front of me. What if we spent the same 
amount of time that we are on Facebook reading the Bible? 
What if we spent the same amount of time watching sports 
on TV  reading the Bible? Our lives would be so much richer!

Reading the Bible is more than analytical study, as if we 
are dissecting it into little pieces of information. The problem 
with dissection is that you end up with a dead subject. What I 
attempt to do each Tuesday morning at the Men’s Bible study 
is not dissection of a passage but a dialogue with the Word 
of Christ, allowing the Living Word to speak to our situation 
in life. Seminary trains you how to analyze Scripture and it’s 
called exegesis. What’s more important than doing exegesis 
is being “into Jesus.” Paul says let the Word of Christ dwell 
richly in you. The word “dwell” literally has the idea of 
being built in you. The Bible becomes a part of you. Eugene 
Peterson, Presbyterian theologian and author of the popular 
translation of the Bible, The Message, wrote a book entitled 
Eat This Book. He’s not asking us to tear out the pages of the 
Bible and eat them. He’s challenging us to see the Scriptures 
as a delicious meal in which you relish every bite. Chew on 
a passage and digest what it says. The Bible is a spiritually 
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nourishing entrée that offers us the transforming life in 
Christ. We have provided workshops on lectio divina that 
help us practice listening to Scripture and dwelling on the 
words in the passage. Letting them sink in. This is a powerful 
experience.

Another way to read the Bible is to memorize passages in 
it. This is a lost art that was once done by many Christians. 
I have not attempted doing much memorization. Nathan 
Foster, the son of the famous author and speaker Richard 
Foster, wrote a book about his struggles in practicing the 12 
spiritual disciplines of the faith that his father had written 
about in his widely read book The Celebration of Discipline. 
One of his chapters deal with the frustration he felt in trying 
to memorize Scripture, as even a short passage was difficult 
for him. How well I can relate, having a bad memory myself. 
Nate explains that memorization is like working a muscle – 
the more you exercise it, the easier it becomes. Our brain is a 
large muscle. The more you use it the stronger it becomes. I 
have visited members of our church who are in rehab facilities. 
After surgery or serious illness they needed to go through 
rehab to train and strengthen their muscles. It’s hard at first 
but it gets easier and easier. It’s the same with memorization of 
Scripture. I have started reading and memorizing the passage 
from which today’s lesson is from Colossians 3:1-17. I’m slow. 
But I keep at it. Why? Because it strengthens not only my 
brain but my heart. I feel its power in my life.

Paul goes on to say that the way the Word of Christ will 
dwell in our hearts is this way: “teach and admonish one 
another in all wisdom.” Notice what he does not say: Go 
listen to a preacher. That’s OK. (I hope you’re listening this 
morning.) But Paul says teach one another. The power of 
“One Another.” The power of sharing with one another the 
Word of Christ. There are 57 times in the New Testament that 
“One Another” occurs. 57 times! That says something about 
how we are to live sharing life with one another.

I have had some great teachers in my life. The pastor, also 
theologian in residence, at the Presbyterian Church where 
I became a member while in college, greatly influenced my 
understanding of the Bible. He challenged me to read the 
whole Old Testament. He came to my campus and led a 
Bible study for students. When the professor of my Western 
Civilization class continually mocked Christians and the 
Bible, I asked the pastor to come speak at my class to give 
another view. When my professor agreed, my pastor was able 
to speak to a class of 100 students about the reliability of the 
Bible and the truth of Christianity. At the end of his lecture, 
the class rose to their feet and gave him a standing ovation. I 
was convinced that the Bible and the Christian faith could 

stand up against the challenges that our secular culture gave. 
I did not need to be embarrassed that I believe in Jesus and in 
the Bible. 

I have been blessed with many great teachers in my academic 
endeavors at a Christian college and with my degrees at two 
seminaries. But the greatest teachers in my life are ordinary 
people, the members of my church. I am so grateful for my 
first church that I served right out of seminary for they taught 
me how to be a pastor. The only degree they held is that they 
are disciples of Jesus Christ. Some of the greatest sermons I 
have ever heard are the talks given by lay speakers at the Great 
Banquet. The greatest impact I have had in my faith has come 
from sharing in a small group with other believers. 

I have been inspired by reading the great works of 
theologians like John Calvin, who carved out the foundation 
of my belief in Reformed theology, and writers like CS Lewis 
whose book, Mere Christianity, helped me to grasp the true 
meaning of Christianity, and Dietrich Bonhoeffer, whose 
book, The Cost of Discipleship, laid out the principle for me 
that “Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without 
the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.” 

But the place that I have been most influenced is being 
around a group of faithful followers of Jesus, where I could 
deal with the practical application of the Bible and be 
encouraged to live more closely to the life Jesus calls me to live. 
It is there that the Word of Christ came truly alive in my life. 
Small groups have been an essential part of my Christian walk 
from the early days of my Christian life when I met with other 
college students who were believers to the present day when I 
meet regularly with a group of other Presbyterian pastors, who 
share honestly about our lives, our marriages, our churches. 
I have experienced the power of ‘One Another.’ And now I 
want to introduce two members of our congregation who can 
share what they experienced of the power of one another.

Our church has been changing over the years with more 
and more people getting involved in small groups. We have 
grown in the number of what we call ChristCare small 
groups and Great Banquet reunion groups. We have more 
men’s and women’s Bible Study groups. Our ministry and 
mission committees are now transformed into small groups 
or ministry teams.  Our Session and Deacon meetings have 
evolved from business meetings to small group discussions of 
living out our Christian faith. I am excited for our future as we 
seek to have the Word of Christ dwell richly in our hearts and 
with our life together.


