
7700 North Meridian Street •  Indianapolis, Indiana 46260 • SecondChurch.org • 317-253-6461

“The Chosen Path”
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29; Mark 11:1-11 March 29, 2015

Sometimes we begin a new venture and we are forced to 
change course or turn back. A business plan, which seemed 
perfect, suddenly is abandoned in a different economy. A 
serious illness may force a change of plans about a career 
or travel. Perhaps we realize that what sounded like such 
a good idea is not so sensible after all. In such moments, 
changing course or turning back may be the wisest thing 
to do. 

When Jesus approached Jerusalem, he knew what he 
had to do. His entire ministry was leading to this moment. 
In the city of David he would fulfill his destiny. There, he 
would be arrested, beaten, scorned, crucified and rise again. 
He had every reason to turn back, but one. He had chosen 
his path. Or, better yet, he had accepted the path God had 
chosen for his life. He had accepted his destiny. By God’s 
power and might, he would set the people free.

When Jesus sent the disciples to get the donkey, he knew 
there was no turning back. When they found the donkey, 
everything was just as Jesus said it would be. Their hearts 
must have skipped a beat. He would fulfill the prophecy of 
Zechariah that the long-awaited king would enter the city 
riding on a donkey, which was a symbol of both humility 
and peace. Little did they, or even the crowd, know what it 
would mean. Jesus did. He knew the pain, scorn, suffering, 
rejection and brutal death that lay ahead. Still, there was no 
turning back.

How did Jesus know he was doing the right thing? We 
think it was easy for Jesus because he was God’s son. If we 
read the gospels carefully, we see that it was a struggle for 
him as well. He faced great resistance from the very people 
who should have supported him. The religious leaders and 
scholars, the priests and the rabbis, found him to be a threat 
to their understanding of God’s way. The political powers, 
from the Jewish Sanhedrin to the Roman governor, found 
him to be a danger to the established order. Earlier in his 
ministry, even his own family and his own disciples stood in 
the way. Once, his family came to get him to take him home 
because the neighbors said he was out of his mind; Peter 
tried to dissuade him from the path of suffering and death.

How did he know he was doing the right thing? First 

of all, Jesus spent time with God in prayer. He took time 
to step back from the fray, go off by himself, get another 
perspective and be alone with God. As God’s servant in 
Isaiah says, “Morning by morning God wakens my ear to 
listen as those who are taught. The Lord God has opened 
my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backwards” 
(Isaiah 50:4). He knew that prayer is not only about 
speaking to God but listening for God. At its very core, 
prayer is communion with God. In prayer, Jesus was at one 
with God.

Secondly, Jesus knew the Scriptures. His thoughts were 
rooted and grounded in the law of Moses, the teachings 
of the prophets and the story of God’s people. He learned 
how to read situations, conflicts and challenges in light of 
the word of God. Jesus came to understand the traditional 
teaching about the Messiah in a new way. The path of the 
Messiah was not the path of political victory, but the path 
of suffering love. He combined the teachings about the 
Messiah with Isaiah’s teachings about the suffering servant 
who would bring justice to the nations and bear the sins of 
the people. Isaiah said, “Surely he has borne our infirmities 
and carried our diseases; yet we accounted him stricken, 
struck down by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded 
for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him 
was the punishment that made us whole…” (Isaiah 53:4, 5).

The third way he knew was that he kept uppermost in his 
mind and heart the needs of others. He knew there was no 
turning back from Jerusalem because he was living his life 
for others. God sent him into the world to embody the love 
of God for a lost creation. God sent him to Calvary to bring 
freedom and salvation to you and me. As God’s son, Jesus 
set his face like a flint and knew that he would not be put to 
shame. He put his trust in God: no matter what happened, 
God would vindicate him. 

How do we know we are doing the right thing? How 
do we know when to stand firm and when to turn back? 
Sometimes we learn the hard way. As a pastor, I have stood 
firm for the sake of a principle and then realized I had 
ignored an even more important principle. As a parent, 
I have put my foot down about an issue only to realize 
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some time later that I was making something of secondary 
importance a question of ultimate concern. As a spouse, I 
have insisted on my own way, when, in a more thoughtful 
moment, I have come to realize that there are many ways 
of doing things. My point is that we can easily confuse 
our willfulness, our limited vision, our fearfulness or our 
bullheadedness with the will of God.

How do we know when to stand firm and when to 
turn back? First of all, we listen as Jesus did. We listen as 
those who are willing to be taught. If we are always sure 
that we are right, or if we always insist on our own way, 
then we are not open to listen and to learn. We live in a 
time of overstimulation and great impatience. It takes self-
discipline to shut out the cacophony that surrounds us; it 
takes time to give ourselves over to listening for God. Yes, 
we need to listen to what God may be saying to us through 
the voice and actions of others, but we also need to step 
back, be calm, and wait for God in prayer.  

Secondly, just like Jesus, we need to know the Scriptures. 
We need to know how to read the situations we face in 
light of the stories and teachings of the Bible. Reading 
our situations in light of the Bible is not the same thing 
as finding a “proof text” for every situation like “whoever 
spares the rod hates his children (Proverbs 13:24),” 
or “slaves obey your earthly masters (Ephesians 6:5).” 
Reading the times in which we live in light of the Bible 
means interpreting social and moral issues in light of the 
great sweeping themes of the Bible which is a story of 
God’s good and beautiful creation, God’s mighty acts of 
deliverance, God’s unconditional love for a sinful world, 
and God’s creation of a new family of faith in Jesus where 
all are welcome.  

The Scriptures give us a place to stand, another 
perspective and new set of eyes. We can be so caught up 
in a situation that we lose all perspective and we cannot 
see the opportunities God may have placed right before 
us. Learning to read our lives and our challenges through 
the lens of Scripture is a way to guide our path in the 
pathways of God. We ask ourselves if our commitments, 
our values, and our work are in line with the gospel. When 
we take a strong stand on an issue or commit ourselves to 
accomplishing an important task, then we need to know 
that what we are doing is not just for our own self-serving 
purposes, but is for God. You cannot raise a child without 
setting your face like a flint on the goal of enabling that 
child to become all that God created him or her to be. We 
know that nurturing children takes sacrifice, love, humor, 
grace and attention. As parents, we have to learn to “pick 

our battles,” to distinguish between the things that are 
important and the things that are matters of indifference. 
Parents have to learn how to help children develop their 
own gifts, their own faith, their own lives, rather than 
forcing them into a mold that does not fit or live some life 
that is not their own. 

Finally, just like Jesus, we keep before us that we are 
living our lives not for ourselves but for others. We keep 
before us the great commandment to love our neighbors 
as ourselves.  When we seek the good of others first, 
everything else pretty much falls into place. Recently, I 
received an email from a member of the church who had 
a vision of heaven during surgery. She writes, “In heaven 
it is all about love and peace, and all the other stuff we 
worry about just isn’t even on the radar. I’m sure God gets 
frustrated with us … in a loving way [of course].” Some 
Christians live their whole lives and never understand this. 

All who go by the name of Jesus, who live as followers of 
Christ, no longer live for themselves, but live for others. We 
cannot know when to stand firm and when to turn back 
until we consider not only our own needs, but the needs of 
others. As Paul wrote the Corinthians, “Let your neighbor’s 
conscience be your guide” (I Corinthians 10:29). We are 
created and redeemed to live for God’s glory by serving 
others. Everything we do, whether it is raising a child, 
establishing a charter school, creating laws, working in a 
nursing home, selling real estate, making and distributing 
medicines or feeding the hungry, we do because Jesus did 
not turn back from giving his life for a world in need. 

How do we know that we are on the path God has 
chosen for us? We look to Jesus, the servant and Son of 
God. We learn to listen to God as Jesus listened to God. 
We learn to read our lives in the light of Scripture as he 
read his life through the stories of God’s people. We keep 
ever before us the needs of others as Jesus kept those same 
needs before him. Like Jesus, whatever goal we are called 
to undertake, we know that God is near and God will not 
let us fall.

 


