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“Growing Room”
Psalm 100; 2 Corinthians 13:5-13 November 23, 2014

When I was growing up in a family of five children, 
buying shoes was fairly regular event for the boys in the 
family. There were school shoes, tennis shoes and Sunday 
shoes. At the end of summer, mom checked to make 
sure everyone had shoes that fit for the new school year. 
Somebody was always growing another inch or two. After 
checking through the hand-me-downs, it was off to the 
store. If I was getting a new pair, they would always check 
the toe to be sure the shoes fit and there was enough space 
for growing room.

As Paul ends his correspondence to the church in 
Corinth, he wants to leave them with a little growing 
room. He has been writing to the church on many issues. 
He has written to remind them what it means to be the 
body of Christ, how to settle disputes, how to live a life that 
honors Jesus, how to celebrate the Lord’s Supper, how to 
use their spiritual gifts, how to let love be the measure of 
all things, how to seek the neighbor’s good, how to practice 
generosity, how to see the treasure within them and how 
to live in the hope of the resurrection. He has written stern 
words of correction and inspiring words of encouragement. 
For all of his frustration with the Corinthian church, Paul 
has not given up on them. Paul knows that they have been 
set apart by God to be saints together by the grace of God. 
Paul has written every word to serve one end: to build up 
the one body of Christ. Our life together is to be a visible 
witness to the truth and power of the gospel.  

As Paul ends his letter, he looks back to see how they 
have grown and changed. He looks forward to see how they 
will continue to grow in the Spirit. You might say he leaves 
them a little growing room so that they may grow into the 
full measure of Christ. Paul writes, “This is what we pray 
for, that you may become perfect… Put things in order, 
listen to my appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; 
and the God of love and peace will be with you.”

When Paul admonishes them to “become perfect,” he is 
using a word that means to mend, to restore or to make 
complete. It is the same root word of his imperative in verse 
11 to “put things in order.” It is the same word used to 
describe the work the disciples were doing when they first 

saw Jesus. They were mending nets when Jesus called them 
to follow him. They were repairing the broken strands, 
patching the holes, putting their equipment in order and 
making their nets useful again. So Paul admonishes us to 
repair our lives, mend what is broken and put things in 
good order so that we may be useful followers of Jesus. It 
is to become again what God created us to be and Christ 
called us to be. It is not something we do alone or do apart 
from the Spirit of God. We are woven together by the 
Spirit of God into the one body of Christ.  

We have come to the end of this sermon series on the 
church as God’s beloved community. On each Sunday 
this fall, we have listened to Paul’s words of counsel and 
correction. These ancient words have been God’s word to 
us as we have lived our lives together in this community of 
faith. Now it is time to check the toes – to see how we have 
grown and to insure that we have enough growing room. If 
these words have not led us to rethink our own life in God 
and our life together in the body of Christ, then we have 
failed. The Christian life is always about change and growth. 

Now I do not want to step on toes, but I do want to see 
how we have grown and to be sure that when we walk out 
these doors we still have growing room. I want to comment 
very briefly on five fundamental concerns that Paul 
addresses that remain growing edges for us today. I leave 
you with five questions. 

First, Paul opens his letters with the reminder that we are 
all saints, which means that we are called by Jesus Christ to 
be his body in the world. The church is not just a service 
organization or a community institution. Together we are 
the temple of the Holy Spirit, the dwelling place of God. 
Sometimes we do not live like saints. Sometimes we forget 
who we are and live careless, thoughtless lives: we stumble 
over ourselves; we parade our vanity; we indulge our selfish 
desires; we give into anger, suspicion, envy and hatred. We 
insist on our own way. Here we are surrounded by the 
word, by the waters of baptism, and by the bread and wine 
of life to remind us of who we are. Here we see Christ in 
one another. In our worship we claim our identity as saints 
and experience the presence of the Risen Lord. So I ask you, 
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do you know yourself to be a saint of God?
Second, Paul tells us that each one of us has been given 

gifts by the Holy Spirit. Paul says that no matter what gifts 
we have, we are to use them in a spirit of love. Some gifts 
are obvious and recognized by all. We give special honor to 
the gifts of those who work and serve behind these scenes.  
Paul reminds us that we have the treasure of the gospel 
in the earthen vessels of our lives so that we always give 
God the glory. We all know people who do not believe 
they have any special gifts or talents to share. A part of our 
calling is to help others identify their gifts, to see Christ 
within themselves and to use their gifts in love. This past 
week, our four Lake Fellows joined 17 residents from five 
congregations for a seminar in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
It was a joy to see these young pastors from different 
theological traditions all committed to using their gifts 
to serve Christ. Over the years we have had over 40 Lake 
Fellows participate in the ministry of Second Church.  
One of the remarkable things is the way that each one of 
them has learned from you the art of using God-given gifts 
and talents to serve others. Do you use the gifts God has 
given you in a spirit of love?

Third, Paul encourages the Christians in Corinth to 
practice generosity. He uses the example of the Christians 
in Macedonia who in a time of scarcity gave sacrificially 
to the needs of others. The secret of such generosity was 
that they first gave themselves to the Lord. When we are 
filled with gratitude for what God has done for us, then 
we cannot help but give. Our congregation faces many 
challenges and is engaged in many forms of service for 
Christ. If our giving is flat, it may be an indication that 
we are not growing in the Spirit. When we respond out of 
gratitude, there is no challenge we cannot meet and there 
is no service for the Lord we cannot render. Now is the 
time we need to grow in our giving for the coming year. So 
I ask you, have you made your commitment to Christ for 
the coming year through the work of this church?  

Fourth, Paul teaches us that it matters how we live 
together. He emphasizes the peace, unity and purity of 
the church. He calls us to refrain from evil. He calls us to 
be considerate of our neighbor’s conscience. We cannot 
know what is right and good until we consider the good 
of others. Research has shown that one of the most 
important reasons that many young adults are not drawn 
to the church is because they see churches fighting over 
issues that they consider to be non-essential matters. This 
is why Paul closes his letter with an appeal to agree with 
one another and to live in peace with each other. He does 

not mean that we all have to think the same thing, but that 
we put mind of Christ and the unity of the body above 
our own opinions. This means that we make room for one 
another even when we disagree. As I have said before, there 
are some things more important than being right. Have 
we learned to love and to delight in those with whom we 
disagree?  

Finally, Paul admonishes the Christians in Corinth to 
live as a people of hope in an uncertain world. Our hope 
is based on the resurrection of Jesus. Against all odds, God 
defeated sin and death in the resurrection of Jesus. God 
is at loose in this world of despair and death bringing life, 
peace and hope. Yet, some people of faith just seem to want 
to wring their hands and complain about how empty, dark 
and hopeless things are. Jesus gives us hope. We heard this 
divine hope last week in the words of Ed and Paula Kassig, 
the parents of the young humanitarian Abdul-Rahman 
Kassig who was brutally beheaded by ISIS soldiers. In the 
midst of their grief they said, “Our hearts are battered, but 
they will mend. The world is broken, but it will be healed 
in the end. And good will prevail as the one God of many 
names will prevail” (The Indianapolis Star, 11/18/2014).  
So I ask you, do we live, speak and act as a people of hope? 

As we come to the end, we check to see how we have 
grown and changed. I leave you with these five questions 
so that we have some room to grow. May “the grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with all of you.”


