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     Recently, while at the IAEYC confer-

ence, I had the privilege of hearing Bev 

Bos speak.  She is an early childhood edu-

cator who has been sharing her wisdom 

with others for over 35 years.  She spoke 

about how we, as adults, need to encourage 

the basics of childhood; curiosity, wonder, 

discovery, and experience.  Children are 

naturally curious and ask many (sometimes 

too many!) questions.  They are in awe of 

the world and all they see around them.  

They want to try and master new skills.  

But too often, we, as adults, cut this short 

because we have a schedule to keep.  

Childhood should not be on an adult time-

table.   

     So, as summer approaches, I pray that 

we all make time for curiosity, wonder, 

discovery, and experience.  I may put a 

blanket in the backyard and watch the 

clouds go by.  We could spend some time 

watching ants as they for search food.  

Maybe try a science experiment or two.  

You will get a lot of questions, but your 

child will think you are the smartest per-

son in the world just because you answered 

them!  

     It is amazing that we are about to fin-

ish the school year.  I have been so 

blessed to get to know all of you and your 

children.  I  pray you all have a safe and 

fun summer.  We wish those of you moving 

on to new adventures all the best, and we 

look forward to seeing all of you who will 

return again in August!  Have fun!  

Blessings, 

Wednesday, May 5th   
PS 3A, PS 3C,  

Thursday, May 6th   
PS 3B, PS 3D,  

Friday, May 7th  
 PK A, PK B, PK C 

Fun Days 
Wednesday, May 19th  

PS 3A, C, & PK A, C 
Thursday, May 20th  

PS 3B, D, & PK B,  
Watch for 

details from 
your childõs 

teacher!  

Last Day of School  
MDO Friday & Friday Friends 

5/14/10  

Last Week 

of School  
5/17 -5/20  

May Themes: Motherõs Day, Field Day, School bus 
 visit, weather, shadows, 100th Day Celebra -
 tion, Rainbows, Earth Day  
May Rhyme: Rain, Rain Go Away  
 Rain, Rain, Go Away. 
 Come again another day 
 Childrenõs Circle wants to play! 
Bible Time Adventure: This school year your  
children have learned about Godõs Creation,  Moses, 
Ruth, Jesusõ Birth, Elijah, Jesus Miracles, Easter, 
and Paul!  Thank you, Mrs. Leithauser for showing 
us the love of God through his stories!  

Summer School  

Begins Tuesday, June 1st  

There are a few spots left 

for our MDO 3õs class!  

See Karen A. in the  

office for  

information!  
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Articles that appear with a  are reprinted from Early Years.  

Ǆ 

The three Cs of friendship  
Friends make school, sports, and playtime more fun for your child.  They can also boost his self
-confidence and improve his social skills.  Encourage your youngster to make friends by teach-
ing him the three Cs of friendship.  
 
Caring 
Through  words and actions, good friends show that they care about each other.  Explain to 
your child that this can be as simple as smiling and saying 
hi to a friend at school or giving a compliment (òI like your 
drawingó or òNice catch!ó).  He can also let a classmate 
know he cares by spending time with him.  They might eat 
lunch together, sit side by side during story hour, or help 
each other at clean up time.  
 
Compassion 
Your youngster can strengthen a friendship by showing 
compassion.  Ask him to think about what makes him feel 
better when heõs unhappy (a high five, a funny joke).   
Suggest that he try one of those ideas when a friend is extra tired or feeling left out.   
 
Cooperation  
Taking turns and sharing are important skills for making friends. When your child invites a 
classmate home and theyõre deciding what to play, teach him to let his guest choose first.  
Then, it will be his turn to pick what theyõll do next.  If they are coloring, encourage your 
youngster to share his favorite crayons.  

Bible Time Adventure  
 We at Childrenõs Circle Preschool are so blessed to have Deb Leithauser as our 

Bible Time Adventure teacher.  Since 2005, she has shared Bible stories with our chil-

dren in a fun and interactive way.  She  has dedicated so much time and energy to 

bringing Godõs word to our program, and she does it all as a volunteer!  We are so proud 

that we can provide this special program all year long.  

 We are so proud of Mrs. Leithauser and Susan Stewart for taking Bible Time 

Adventure outside of our school.  They recently presented a seminar, òBible Time Ad-

venture: Bringing the Bible to Life for Preschoolersó at the Indiana Association for the 

Education of Young Children Conference in downtown Indy. At their workshop, they 

taught other preschool educators how they can  use props and dramatizations to bring 

Bible stories to life.  Their program was greeted with rave reviews,  and they had a  

large turn out.  Deb and Susan  blessed other preschool programs with the knowledge 

and tools to create a stellar Bible Time experience much like the one we enjoy here at 

Childrenõs Circle Preschool!   Congratulations Deb and Susan!   

 If you would like to get more information about Bible Time Adventure, check out 

the website:   bibletimeadventure.com   
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Second Presbyterian Church is a welcoming community  

Happening at Second Presbyterian  

 June 28th - July 2nd  
   Baobab Blast  

Set under the impressive Baobab Tree, kids will have the opportunity to hear the Word, be 
amazed at Godõs wildlife creations, and be a part of a special community.  VBS is open to all 

children ages four (by September 1st) through 5th grade (just completed).  
So what is a Baobab?  Itõs a gigantic tree found in Africa that creates its own ecosystem and 
is one of the worldõs oldest life forms.  A baobab treeõs hollowed-out trunk, leaves, foliage, 
nectar, fruit, and bark provide basic life needs for many different creatures.  The baobab 

serves as a meeting place for many people to gather and share stories.  
Volunteers are needed, too!  No experience needed ñjust a desire to be a part of Godõs  

community. VBS offers free childcare for volunteersõ babies and toddlers. 
To Register visit www.secondchurch.org/vbs to register; forms will also be available at church!  

Ǆ 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

     Go outside with your child this summer 
and enjoy nature together.  Try these ac-
tivities to sharpen her observation skills 
and get her excited about science.  
Watch Birds  
     Show your youngster how birdsõ bills 
are related to what they eat.  Put foods 
like sunflower seeds, corn and berries on a 
paper plate, and give her a clothespin and 
tweezers.  Which tool works best for 
picking up each food?  Then, take binocu-
lars outside and let your child spot birds.  
She might see that a cardinalõs bill is 
short and wide so it can crack seeds, and a 
robinõs bill is long and thin so it can pull 
worms out of the ground.   
Plant Seeds  
     Planting beans will teach your child how 
vegetables grow.  Find a sunny spot out-
side, and help her put seeds in the soil.  
Or she can plant them in a gallon plastic 
jug, and have her line the bottom with 
pebbles and fill it halfway with soil.  As 
the plant grows, have her record what it 
looks like.  She can draw pictures of it at  

different stages.  When the beans are ripe, let 
her pick and eat them!  
Look at the sky  
Lie on a blanket, look up at then night sky, and in-
troduce your youngster to astronomy.  Have her 
find the moon and tell you what shape it is.  Then 
look for stars.  If she imagines lines connecting 
them, can she see a picture?  Sheõll begin to learn 
about constellations ñgroups of stars that make 
patterns.  Together, look for the Big Dipper.  Fi-
nally, give her black construction paper and white 
chalk to draw what she observed.  

My Outdoor classroom  
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Search for numbers  
Your youngster can learn to 
recognize numbers while you 
drive.  Have her write the 
numbers 1-25 down a piece 
of paper and check each 
one off as she finds it.  

She might spot numbers on the 
side of a truck, on a speed limit sign, or 
in a house number.  How many trips will 
it take her to check off all 25?  
 
TV alternatives  
The next time your child reaches for 
the remote control, distract him with a 
TV-free activity.  Suggest that he ride 
bikes or play hopscotch, pull out a toy he 
hasnõt played with lately, or draw pic-
tures of his favorite book characters.  
Limiting his TV time will help keep him 
active and learning.  
 

Getting to school  
 
If your youngster will attend a new 
school this fall, practice getting there 
together.  Walk the route if heõll be a 
walker, or visit his stop if heõll ride the 
bus.  Also, talk to neighbors to find an 
older child who can walk or sit with him 
on the first day.  
 
Worth quoting  
 
òSummer afternoon, summer afternoon; 
to me those have always been the two 
most beautiful words in the English lan-
guage.ó 
Henry James  
 
Just for fun  
Q. What kind of stones are never found 

in a lake? 
A. Dry ones! 

Kid  

Bits  
Your child can let her teacher 

know how much sheõs appreciated with one of 
these end -of -year gifts:  
Write òThank you!ó in large outline letters 
on a piece of poster board.  Inside the let-
ters, have your youngster draw pictures of 
things she enjoyed this year.  She might 
draw dinosaurs that the class studies of 
pumpkins she saw in the pumpkin patch.  
Have her sign her name, and help her roll up 
the poster and tie it 
with a ribbon.  
Let your child help you 
bake a treat and attach 
the recipe with a thank -
you note.  For example, you might make 
snack bars or cookies.  Or have your young-
ster layer the dry ingredients (sugar, flour, 
baking soda, salt, chocolate chips) in a jar 
so the teacher can bake the bars or cookies 
whenever sheõs like.  

Thanking the teacher  

Ǆ 

Ǆ 

Ǆ 

Activity  

Corner  

A: Start by making sure that your child has easy 
access to books.  If he doesnõt have a library 
card, now is a good time to sign up for one.  
Heõll be eager to check out books with his own 
card.  Also, you can build his collection by 
shopping at used bookstores and yard sales or 
asking relatives and neighbors if they have 
books their children have outgrown.  Then 
make reading a whole family activity.  Gather 
in the living room after dinner 
and read a book or magazine 
while your youngster reads his. 
Try doing this every day ñyouõll 
help make reading a regular 
habit for your child.  

 

Q:  Lately, my son has been showing interest 
in reading on his own.   What can we do this 
summer to keep him interested in reading?  

Q 

& 

A 

Keep reading!  


