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Parent News  

March Themes: Easter, St. Patrickõs Day, Animals, Lions and Lambs 
March Rhyme: The Little Froggy   
March Bible Time Adventure: Easter  
     In hearing the Easter Story, we learn about the special meal Jesus ate 
with His friends to help them remember Him.  He wants us to remember 
Him too.  We remember that even though Jesus could have been a king, He 
chose to die for us.  The great news about Easter is that death didn't have 
the last word.  Jesusõ friends saw Him killed on a cross and then buried.  
But Jesus didn't  stay dead; three days later He rose from the grave.  He 
was alive again and would live forever!  Easter is a time to celebrate Jesus' 
victory over death and His promise that we could live forever too!  òFor 
God so loved the world, that He gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.ó  John 3:16  
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Mark Your Calendars!  
Bill Baileyõs Idiophones 

3/10 & 3/11  
 

Indy Parks Nature Trailer  
3/24 & 3/25   

 
SPRING BREAK 

2 Weeks  
3/29 -4/9  

School Closed! 

 

 I was at one of my favorite stores the 

other day.  All I needed was a birthday gift for 

my three year old nephew.  I had big plans for a 

doctor kit or tool set - something that would 

allow him to use his imagination.  I was so sur-

prised to find that those types of toys are be-

coming harder to find.  

 I walked up and down the aisles and 

searched through all the toys that beep, buzz, 

and light up.  It seems that everything requires 

a battery.  Even the infant aisle was filled with 

toys like òBabyõs First Laptop.ó  While these 

toys may seem cute and entertaining, they 

really donõt supply much stimulation and learn-

ing.  Children need opportunities to explore and 

experiment.  If they push a button that causes 

the same outcome over and over, they are not 

given a chance to expand their horizons.  

 A dear friend once recommended the 

book Christina Katerina and the Box .  In it, a 

little girl is given the ôgiftõ of a huge cardboard 

box.  She turns it into a castle, a clubhouse, 

and even a race car all with her imagination.  

She and her friend have endless fun with this 

box.  It is a wonderful book that beautifully 

illustrates how children think creatively.  I re-

member how my own girls took over a big box 

and played with it until it fell apart.  They did-

nõt ask for the TV or beg for computer games.  

They were content with a refrigerator box 

that I almost threw away.  

 Imaginary play is an essential part of 

childhood.  So much is developed through this 

type of play.  Vocabulary is expanded.  Commu-

nication skills are developed.  Planning and prob-

lem solving skills are strengthened.  And of 

course, imagination and creativity are spurred on.  

All these skills will be essential as children enter 

their school age years. 

 

(continued next page) 

          Pre Kindergarten Spring Program  
Thursday, March 18, 2010  

Pizza Dinner @ 6 p.m.  
Musical Program begins @ 6:30 p.m.  

 
     Weõll have a pizza party followed by our annual Pre-K musical  
program.   Pizza order forms will be sent home the week of 3/8.   

Please return order forms to your teacher no later than March 12th.   
     All families are welcome to attend the program.  Please see Karen A. 

in the office if you would like a Pizza order form.   
All pizza orders must be pre - paid by March 12th.  

 No pizza will be sold at the door.  

Speech and Hearing 
Screening  

Julia Dunn, Speech/Language 
Pathologist  

Beginning the week of 3/8  
For children ages 3 -5  

If you would like to have your 
child tested, please return  
the form you received last  

week to your childõs teacher by  
March 3rd.  
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Telling the Truth  
 If your child stretches the truth at times, take the opportunity  

   to teach him about honesty.  Hereõs how:   
Make sure he understands the difference between whatõs true and whatõs 

not.  òWhen you admit that you wrote on the wall, youõre telling the truth. But 
if you say you put your toys away and you didnõt, youõre not being honest.ó  It 
may help to read him a book about honesty, such as The Berenstain Bears and 

the Truth by Stan and Jan Berenstain.  
Notice when your youngster is honest.  òI know it was hard for you to tell me that you lost 
your jacket.  Iõm proud of you.  Now letõs try to find it together.ó  Your praise will motivate 
him to tell the truth next time.   
Tip:  Let your child see you being honest.  For example, make sure he hears when you tell a 
cashier that she forgot to charge you for an item.  

Articles that appear with a  are reprinted from Early Years.  
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Organized Sports  
       Q:  Several of my neighbors are signing their kids  
up for soccer and T -ball this spring.  Should I have my  
son try a team sport?  
      A: Joining a team is a great way for young children to get  
regular exercise and learn good sportsmanship. Since children  
mature at different rates, start by asking yourself several  
questions.  Can your child take turns?  Follow rules?  Cooperate  
with other children?  
     If you think heõs ready, talk with him to see if he wants to  
play.  If he seems interested, you might look for a soccer or  
T-ball league through your local parks and recreation depart - 
ment or start with a class at a community center.   
     Keep in mind that sports for young children should focus on having 
fun and learning skills rather than on competing and winning.  Also, 
find out how often games, practices, or classes are held ñyouõll want to 
be sure your youngsterõs schedule still allows for free play time with 
family.  

 

This Little Froggy  
This little froggy took a big leap,  

This little froggy took a small,  
This little froggy leaped sideways,  

And this little froggy not at all,  
And this little froggy went,  
hippity, hippity, hippity hop,  

all the way home.  

Be sure to check out the Nursery  
Rhyme window each month! 

Ǆ 

Ǆ 

I didnôt 

do it! 

(Caraôs letter, continued from page 1) 

 I hope that you will see the value of simple toys 

for children.  Do you remember banging on pots and pans 

as a small child?  Were you always racing Matchbox cars 

up and down the hall?  Did you build amazing structures 

with LEGOS?  You were using your imagination and 

creativity.  So while the beeping and buzzing toys seem 

flashy and special, I hope you steer away from them and 

find the dress up or building toys.  Or maybe you could 

just invest in a nice, big cardboard box. 

 

Blessings, 

 

 

Cara Paul, 

Director  
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Second Presbyterian Church is a welcoming community  
 of faith for families of all faith backgrounds.  

Happening at Second Presbyterian  

 For the first quarter of 2010, Second Presbyterian Church Childrenõs Ministries is  
conducting a food drive.  All donations will benefit local food pantries.  Suggested donations 
for March are canned vegetables, canned fruit, JELLO, and lotion.  Many other items such  
as pasta, canned soup, peanut butter, jelly shampoo, soap, and toothbrushes would be greatly 
appreciated.  All donations can be dropped by the Food Drive poster across the hall from the 
Childrenõs Circle office.  Any donations would be a blessing to local families in need. 

Ǆ 

Food Drive 

I wonder...  
 
     Children are full of questions.  
When your youngster asks you how the 
wind blows or why people have to 
sleep, sheõs showing you that she is ea-
ger to learn.  Spark her curiosity and 
support her enthusiasm with these 
tips.  
Show interest. Let your child hear 
you wonder aloud as you go about eve-
ryday activities.  Youõll show your own 
curiosity and give her new ideas to 
consider.  When you ride in the car to-
gether, you might say, òI wonder what 
is in the back of that big truck.ó  To-
gether, talk about the possibilities 
(groceries, furniture).  
Ask questions.  Be on the lookout for 
things that will make your youngster 
think.  For example, point out worms on 
the sidewalk after it rains.  Ask, òWhy 
do you think there are so many worms 
out now?ó  Sheõll probably have some 
interesting ideas.   
 

Search for answers.  When your 
child asks a question that you canõt 
answer, say, òIõm not sure.  Letõs find 
out together.ó  Sheõll see that youõre 
still learning, just like she is.  Explain 
that you can answer the question by 
reading a book, looking it up online 
(try www.askkids.com) or asking 
someone who might know. 
 
Idea:  If you donõt have time to an-
swer a question right away, help your 
youngster write it on a slip of paper.  
Put it into a òquestion jaró to take 
out later.  

�6�S�U�L�Q�J���&�O�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�« 
As nicer weather approaches and you start your spring cleaning, please consider Childrenõs  

Circle before discarding any toys or art supplies.  We can always use ònewó items to stock our 

shelves.  Just let us know what you have and we can probably save you a trip to Goodwill!  


