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Ephesians 5:15-20 
 

"The Church of the Sensational Nightingales"=

=
Sunday morning with the Sensational Nightingales 

_áääó=`çääáåë=

=

It was not the Five Mississippi Blind Boys 
who lifted me off the ground 
that Sunday morning 
as I drove down for the paper, some oranges, and bread. 
Nor was it the Dixie Hummingbirds 
or the Soul Stirrers, despite their quickening name, 
or even the Swan Silvertones 
who inspired me to look over the commotion of trees 
into the open vault of the sky. 
No, it was the Sensational Nightingales 
who happened to be singing on the gospel 
station early that Sunday morning 
and must be credited with the bumping up 
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íÜÉ=ãÉå=~åÇ=ïçãÉå=áå=ïÜáíÉ=ëÜáêíë=~åÇ=ÇêÉëëÉë=
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f=ï~ë=ê~áëÉÇ=ïáíÜI=
~=Ñ~êI=Ü~åÇJÅä~ééáåÖ=Åêó=Ñêçã=íÜÉ=Å~åÇäÉë=
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ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ=_áääó=`çääáåë=ÇçÉëåDí=ïêáíÉ=éçÉíêó=íÜ~í=çåäó=~ééÉ~äë=íç=~å=áåíÉääÉÅíì~ä=ÉäáíÉX=Üáë=
éçÉíêó=~ééÉ~äë=íç=~åóçåÉ=ïÜç=áë=ïáääáåÖ=íç=äççâ=Ñçê=íÜÉ=Éñíê~çêÇáå~êó=áå=íÜÉ=çêÇáå~êó=
ÖçáåÖë=çå=çÑ=äáÑÉK==fíDë=éêÉÅáëÉäó=íÜÉêÉ=J=áå=íÜÉ=çêÇáå~êó=ÖçáåÖë=çå=çÑ=äáÑÉ=J=íÜ~í=çìê=`ÉäíáÅ=
~åÅÉëíçêë=ÑÉäí=íÜ~í=ïÉDêÉ=ãçëí=äáâÉäó=íç=ãÉÉí=dçÇK=

iÉ~îÉ= áí= íç= íÜÉ=^éçëíäÉ=m~ìä= íç=ã~âÉ= ~= äáëí= ~åÇ= íÜÉå=Ü~åÇ= áí= çìí= íç= íÜÉ= ÅÜìêÅÜK== fDää=
ÅçåÑÉëë=íÜ~å=ïÜÉå=f=êÉ~Ç=m~ìäDë=äáëíëI=ãó=ÉóÉë=~äãçëí=~ìíçã~íáÅ~ääó=ÄÉÖáå=íç=êçää=Ä~Åâ=
áåíç=íÜÉáê=ëçÅâÉíëI=ãìÅÜ=íÜÉ=ï~ó=ãó=íïç=Öêçïå=ÅÜáäÇêÉåDë=ÉóÉë=Çç=ïÜÉå=f=éìää=çìí=ãó=
äáëí=çÑ=íÜáåÖë=íÜÉó=åÉÉÇ=íç=ÇçK==qÜÉáê=ÉóÉë=ÉáíÜÉê=êçää=Ä~Åâ=çê=Öä~òÉ=çîÉê=ïáíÜ=é~êÉåí~ääó=
Å~ìëÉÇ=Å~í~ê~ÅíëK== få=ãìÅÜ= íÜÉ= ë~ãÉ=ï~óI= f= áåáíá~ääó=ÅÜÉÅâ=çìí=ïÜÉåÉîÉê= f=ÜÉ~ê=m~ìä=
ÄÉÖáå=çåÉ=çÑ=Üáë=äáëíë=çÑ=Üçï=íç=ÄÉ=~åÇ=åçí=ÄÉ=~=`Üêáëíá~åK==

qÜÉ=äáëí=áå=`Ü~éíÉê=cáîÉ=çÑ=m~ìäDë=äÉííÉê=íç=íÜÉ=béÜÉëá~åë=áë=åç=ÉñÅÉéíáçå=J=~í=äÉ~ëíI=áíDë=
åçí= ÉñÅÉéíáçå~ä= ~í= íÜÉ= ÄÉÖáååáåÖK== qÜçìÖÜ= åçí= ÉîÉêóçåÉ= ~ÖêÉÉë= íÜ~í= béÜÉëá~åë= ï~ë=
ïêáííÉå= Äó= m~ìäI= íÜÉ= äáëí= áå= `Ü~éíÉê= cáîÉ= ëìêÉ= ëçìåÇë= äáâÉ= m~ìäK== qç= é~ê~éÜê~ëÉ= íÜÉ=
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êçääáåÖ=åçêíÜï~êÇK==



qÜÉåI= çìí= çÑ= åçïÜÉêÉI= íÜÉ= äáëíJÖáîáåÖI= ÇáÅí~íÉJÇÉã~åÇáåÖI= ÇçJíÜáëJ~åÇJÇçJåçíJÇçJíÜ~í=
^éçëíäÉ=m~ìä=ëí~êíë=íç=ëçìåÇ=äÉëë=äáâÉ=~å=çîÉêÄÉ~êáåÖ=`Üêáëíá~å=é~êÉåí=~åÇ=ãçêÉ=äáâÉ=~=
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~åÇ=ÑççäëI=~åÇ=ÜÉ=ëí~êíë=íç=ëçìåÇ=äáâÉ=çåÉK==

píçééáåÖ=Üáë= äáëí=ãáÇëíêÉ~ãI=m~ìä= ë~óëW== ?páåÖI= ÖáîÉ= íÜ~åâë= íç=dçÇ= Ñçê= ÉîÉêóíÜáåÖI= ~ää=
íÜÉ=íáãÉI=áå=íÜÉ=å~ãÉ=çÑ=gÉëìëK?==kçíáÅÉ=íÜ~í=ÉîÉå=ÜÉêÉ=m~ìä=Å~åDí=èìáíÉ=ÄêáåÖ=ÜáãëÉäÑ=íç=
ëÜáÑí=çìí=çÑ=íÜÉ=áãéÉê~íáîÉ=ãççÇI=ÄìíI=~í=äÉ~ëíI=áí=áë=~=ãìÅÜ=ãçêÉ=áåîáíáåÖ=áãéÉê~íáîÉ=J=
?dáîÉ=íÜ~åâë=íç=dçÇ=Ñçê=ÉîÉêóíÜáåÖI=~ää=íÜÉ=íáãÉK?==gìëí=äáâÉ=ïÜ~í=_áääó=`çääáåë=ÇÉëÅêáÄÉë=
áå=Üáë=éçÉãI=m~ìä=áë=í~äâáåÖ=~Äçìí=ïÜ~í=Ü~ééÉåë=ïÜÉå=dçÇDë=Öê~ÅÉ=ÅçãÉë=ëåÉ~âáåÖ=ìé=
çå=óçìK===

låÉ= ëáÇÉ= çÑ=dçÇDë= Öê~ÅÉ= áë= ÄÉáåÖ= äáÑíÉÇ= ìé= çìí= çÑ= íÜÉ=ãìÅâ= çÑ= äáÑÉ= J= íÜÉ=ãìÅâ= çÑ= ~=
ãÉëëÉÇ= ìé= ã~êêá~ÖÉI= ~= åçJÑìíìêÉ= àçÄI= íÜÉ= ãìÅâ= çÑ= íçç= ãìÅÜ= éçïÉê= íç= íçç= äáííäÉ=
ÅçåíêçäK==vçì=âåçï=ïÜ~í= áíDë= äáâÉ= íç=Ü~îÉ=ãìÅâ=ÅäáåÖáåÖ= íç=óçì= J= ëçãÉ=çÑ= óçì=ãáÖÜí=
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qÜÉ=?ÜáÖÜI=ãçëí=ÉåÅçìê~ÖáåÖ=íáÇáåÖë?=çÑ=íÜÉ=dçëéÉä=áë=íÜ~í=óçì=~åÇ=f=ÇçåDí=åÉÉÇ=íç=íêóK==
få=`ÜêáëíI=dçÇ=Ü~ë=ÖáîÉå=ìë=~=äáÑí=íáÅâÉí=çìí=çÑ=íÜÉ=ãìÅâ=~åÇ=~=éêçãáëÉ=íç=ÅäáãÄ=áå=ïáíÜ=
ìë=ïÜÉå=íÜÉ=äáÑí=áë=çìí=çÑ=çêÇÉêK==

m~ìä=~åÇ=_áääó=É~ÅÜ=í~äâ=~Äçìí=~=é~êíáÅìä~ê=ãçãÉåí=ïÜÉå=íÜÉó=ïÉêÉ=äáÑíÉÇ=çìí=çÑ= íÜÉ=
ãìÅâ=Äó=låÉ=ïÜç= äçîÉë=ìë= ëçãÉíÜáåÖ= ëáääóI=låÉ=ïÜç= ëáåÖë=Öä~Ç= íáÇáåÖë= íç=ìë= äáâÉ=~=
ãçãã~=ëáåÖë=~=äìää~Äó=íç=ÜÉê=Ä~ÄóK==_áääóDë=ãçãÉåí=Å~ãÉ=çå=~=ä~òóI=pìåÇ~ó=ãçêåáåÖI=
ïÜáäÉ=m~ìäDë=ãçãÉåí=ï~ë=ãìÅÜ=ãçêÉ=Çê~ã~íáÅK==fí=Å~ãÉ=~í=~=íáãÉ=áå=m~ìäDë=äáÑÉ=ïÜÉå=
ÜÉ= ï~ë= ~ÄëçäìíÉäó= ëìêÉ= íÜ~í= dçÇ= ï~åíÉÇ= Üáã= íç= éìêáÑó= gìÇ~áëã= Äó= éÉêëÉÅìíáåÖ=
`Üêáëíá~åëK==pìÄíäÉ=çê=Çê~ã~íáÅI=m~ìä=~åÇ=_áääóI=ëáåÖ=çÑ=çåÉ=ëáÇÉ=çÑ=dçÇDë=Öê~ÅÉK=

qÜÉ= çíÜÉê= ëáÇÉ= áë= äáîáåÖ= äáâÉ= ~= Öê~ÅÉJÑáääÉÇI= Öê~íÉÑìä= Ñççä= ÉîÉêó=ãçãÉåí= çÑ= ÉîÉêó= Ç~ó=
ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ=íÜÉêÉ=áë=àìëí=åçí=ÉåçìÖÜ=íáãÉ=íç=êÉíìêå=íç=dçÇ=~ää=íÜÉ=íÜ~åâëÖáîáåÖ=ïÉ=ÑÉÉäI=åçí=
ÉåçìÖÜ=íáãÉ=íç=ëáåÖ=íç=íÜÉ=ïçêäÇ=çìê=çïå=?ÜáÖÜI=ãçëí=ÉåÅçìê~ÖáåÖ=íáÇáåÖëK?==qÜÉ=çíÜÉê=
ëáÇÉ=çÑ=Öê~ÅÉ=áë=Öê~íáíìÇÉK==^åÇI=fDîÉ=Öçí=íç=ï~êå=óçìI=çå=íÜáë=Ç~ó=íÜ~í=óçì=áåëí~ää=~=åÉï=
é~ëíçêI=íÜ~í=Öê~íáíìÇÉ=Å~å=ãÉëë=ìé=óçìê=äáÑÉK==tÜÉå=áí=ïçêâë=áíë=ï~ó=áåëáÇÉ=óçìI=áí=ã~âÉë=
óçì=ëÉÉ=íÜáåÖë=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåíäóI=ã~âÉë=óçì=íêÉ~í=éÉçéäÉ=áå=ï~óë=óçì=åÉîÉê=ïçìäÇ=Ü~îÉ=ÇçåÉ=
çíÜÉêïáëÉK==dê~íáíìÇÉ=ïáää=ëÉåÇ=íÜÉ=ÖêÉÉÇ=áå=óçì=é~ÅâáåÖI=ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ=ïÜÉå=Öê~íáíìÇÉ=åÉëíë=
áåëáÇÉ= óçìI= óçì= Ñáå~ääó= âåçï= íÜ~í= óçì= Å~åDí= ÉîÉê= ï~åí= Ñçê= ãçêÉ= íÜ~å= ïÜ~í= óçìDîÉ=
~äêÉ~Çó= ÄÉÉå= ÖáîÉåK== dê~íáíìÇÉ= ïáää= ã~âÉ= óçì= íìêå= ìé= íÜÉ= îçäìãÉ= ïÜÉå= íÜÉ=
pÉåë~íáçå~ä=káÖÜíáåÖ~äÉë=~êÉ=ëáåÖáåÖ=J=çíÜÉêïáëÉ=óçìDÇ=ãáëë=íÜÉáê=ëçåÖ=Ñçê=~ää=íÜÉ=ëíêÉÉí=
åçáëÉK==

bîÉå=ëÅ~êáÉêI=Öê~íáíìÇÉ=ïáää=íìêå=you=áåíç=~=pÉåë~íáçå~ä=káÖÜíáåÖ~äÉK==açåDí=ÑçêÖÉí=íÜ~í=
Öê~íáíìÇÉ= íìêåÉÇ=íÜÉ=éáçìëJéÉêëÉÅìíáåÖJéçãéçìë=p~ìä= áåíç= íÜÉ=ÅÉêíáÑáÉÇI=çêáÖáå~ä= ?Ñççä=
Ñçê= `Üêáëí?= m~ìäK== dê~íáíìÇÉ= íìêåÉÇ= íÜáë= ÅÜìêÅÜ= éÉêëÉÅìíçê= áåíç= ~= pÉåë~íáçå~ä=
káÖÜíáåÖ~äÉ=ïÜç=ë~åÖ=çÑ=dçÇDë=Öê~ÅÉ=áå=ÉîÉêó=îáää~ÖÉ=ïÜÉêÉ=ÜÉ=ÅçìäÇ=Çê~ï=~=ÅêçïÇK==
dê~íáíìÇÉ= ÅÜ~åÖÉÇ= Üáë= àçÄ= Ñêçã= íÜÉ= ëÉäÑJ~ééçáåíÉÇ= ÜÉ~Ç= çÑ= íÜÉ= éìêáíó= éçäáÅÉ= íç= ~=
íçìêáåÖI=ëáåÖáåÖI=Öê~ÅÉJÑáääÉÇ=Ñççä=Ñçê=`ÜêáëíK======



tÜ~í=m~ìä=äÉ~êåÉÇ=çå=íÜÉ=êç~Ç=íç=a~ã~ëÅìë=~åÇ=`çääáåë=äÉ~êåÉÇ=çå=íÜ~í=É~êäó=pìåÇ~ó=
ãçêåáåÖ=ÇêáîÉ=áë=ïÜ~í=íÜÉ=ÅÜìêÅÜ=áë=ëíáää=äÉ~êåáåÖ=íçÇ~ó=J=íÜ~í=íÜÉ=ÑìíìêÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=ÅÜìêÅÜ=
êÉëíë=åçí=áå=çìê=ÄÉáåÖ=~=Åçããìåáíó=çÑ=éìêáíó=éçäáÅÉI=ã~âáåÖ=ëìêÉ=íÜ~í=ïÉ=ïÉáÖÜ=ÉîÉêó=
Ä~Ö=~í=íÜÉ=ÅÜìêÅÜ=Çççê=~åÇ=åçí=~ääçï=áå=~åóçåÉ=ïÜç=áë=Å~êêóáåÖ=íçç=ãìÅÜ=Ä~ÖÖ~ÖÉ=çê=
ÅÜÉÅâ=ÉîÉêóçåÉDë= ëéáêáíì~ä= fa= íç=ã~âÉ= ëìêÉ= íÜÉó= íÜáåâ= íÜÉ= ë~ãÉ=ï~ó=~ë=ïÉ=Çç=~Äçìí=
gÉëìëK== qÜÉ= ÑìíìêÉ= çÑ= íÜÉ= ÅÜìêÅÜ= áë= ëáåÖáåÖ= ~åÇ= äáîáåÖ= çìí= çÑ= dçÇDë= Öê~ÅÉI= äáâÉ= ~=
Åçããìåáíó= çÑ= Öê~íÉÑìä= pÉåë~íáçå~ä= káÖÜíáåÖ~äÉëI= éÉçéäÉ= ïÜç= ëíçé= pìåÇ~ó= ÇêáîÉêë=
ìå~ï~êÉë=ïáíÜ=?ÜáÖÜI=ÉåÅçìê~ÖáåÖ=íáÇáåÖëK?==

kçïI=fDîÉ=âåçïå=iÉïáë=d~ääçï~ó=Ñçê=~=äçåÖ=íáãÉ=~åÇ=íêìëí=ãÉI=íÜáë=Äçó=Å~å=ëáåÖK==eÉ=
Å~å=ëáåÖ=çÑ=~=dçëéÉä= íÜ~í= áë=åçí= àìëí= Ñçê= íÜÉ=ïçêíÜóI=Äìí= Ñçê= íÜçëÉ=ïÜçã=çíÜÉêë=ÇêáîÉ=
ãáäÉë=çìí=çÑ=íÜÉáê=ï~ó=íç=~îçáÇK==eÉ=Å~å=ëáåÖ=çÑ=dçÇDë=éÉêëáëíÉåí=äçîÉ=íÜ~í=ïçåDí=äÉí=óçì=
ëÉííäÉ=Ñçê=~=pìåÇ~ó=ãçêåáåÖ=`Üêáëíá~åáíóK==eÉ=Å~å=ëáåÖ=çÑ=dçÇDë=ëççíÜáåÖ=Öê~ÅÉ=íç=äçîÉÇ=
çåÉë=Ö~íÜÉêÉÇ=áå=~=ÜçëéáÅÉ=ìåáí=çê=~í=íÜÉ=Öê~îÉ=çÑ=çåÉ=íÜÉó=äçîÉK==qÜÉ=ÑìíìêÉ=çÑ=pÉÅçåÇ=
mêÉëÄóíÉêá~å= `ÜìêÅÜ= Ü~ë= ãìÅÜ= íç= Çç= ïáíÜ= Üçï= ïÉää= iÉïáë= âÉÉéë= ëáåÖáåÖ= äáâÉ= ~=
ëÉåë~íáçå~ä=åáÖÜíáåÖ~äÉK=

ButI=~ë=f=ë~áÇI=fDîÉ=âåçïå=iÉïáë=Ñçê=~=äçåÖ=íáãÉI=~åÇ=ïÜáäÉ=ÜÉDë=~=ÖççÇ=ëáåÖÉêI=äáâÉ=ãçëí=
çÑ= ìëI= ÜÉ= ëçìåÇë= ãìÅÜ= ÄÉííÉê= áå= ~= ÅêçïÇK== lå= íÜáë= àçóçìë= Ç~ó= áå= íÜÉ= äáÑÉ= çÑ= íÜáë=
çìíëí~åÇáåÖ=ÅçåÖêÉÖ~íáçåI= f=ÜçéÉ=óçìDää= êÉÅçããáí=óçìêëÉäîÉë= íç= ëáåÖ= äáâÉ=~=ÄìåÅÜ=çÑ=
pÉåë~íáçå~ä= káÖÜíáåÖ~äÉëI= ëáåÖ= dçÇDë= ~êá~= çÑ= àìëíáÅÉ= íç= íÜçëÉ= áå= éçïÉê= çå= ÄÉÜ~äÑ= çÑ=
íÜçëÉ=íçç=íáêÉÇ=çê=ïÉ~â=çê=ÄêçâÉå=íç=ëáåÖI=ëáåÖ=ïáíÜ=óçìê=íáãÉ=~åÇ=ãçåÉó=~åÇ=éê~óÉêI=
ëáåÖ= ïáíÜ= ÅêÉ~íáîáíó= ~åÇ= ÅçããáíãÉåíI= áå= ÖÉåìáåÉ= Öê~íáíìÇÉ= ~åÇ= Öä~ÇåÉëë= Ñçê= dçÇDë=
ìåêÉäÉåíáåÖ=éçìåÇáåÖ=çÑ=Öê~ÅÉK===

lå=íÜáë=áåëí~ää~íáçå=pìåÇ~óI=f=éê~ó=Ñçê=ãó=ÑêáÉåÇ=iÉïáë=~åÇ=Üáë=Ñ~ãáäó=~åÇ=f=éê~ó=Ñçê=
íÜáë=êÉã~êâ~ÄäÉ=Ñ~ãáäó=çÑ=Ñ~áíÜ=íÜ~í=óçì=ïáää=ÄÉ=âåçïå=åçí=ÅÜáÉÑäó=Äó=íÜÉ=ëáòÉ=çÑ=óçìê=
ÄìáäÇáåÖëI=åçí=Äó=íÜÉ=åìãÄÉê=çÑ= íÜçëÉ=ïçêëÜáéáåÖ=áå=Ñçìê=ëÉêîáÅÉë=ÉîÉêó=pìåÇ~óI=åçí=
çåäó=Äó= óçìê= áãéêÉëëáîÉ=ãáëëáçå=çìíêÉ~ÅÜ= áå= ~åÇ=ÄÉóçåÇ= fåÇá~å~éçäáëI= åçí= ÉîÉå=Äó=
óçìê=êÉéìí~íáçåI= áå=íÜÉ=ïçêÇë=çÑ=dÉçêÖÉ=_çóäÉI=~ë=?íÜÉ=`áíó=çå=íÜÉ=eáääK?==f=éê~ó=íÜ~í=
ïÜÉå=éÉçéäÉ=ëéÉ~â=çÑ=pÉÅçåÇ=mêÉëÄóíÉêá~å=`ÜìêÅÜI=éÉçéäÉ=ïáää=ë~óI=ïáíÜçìí=~=ëíìííÉê=
çê= ~=é~ìëÉI= ?lÜ=óÉ~ÜI= pÉÅçåÇ=mêÉëÄóíÉêá~å=`ÜìêÅÜI= íÜ~íDë= íÜÉ= ÅÜìêÅÜ=çÑ= ëÉåë~íáçå~ä=
åáÖÜíáåÖ~äÉëK?===
=
^ãÉåK=

=


